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UNIVERSALISM.—No. Il. 


Having given a general statement of the faith of Universalists in a 
former article, and specified, in eight particulars, the leading fea~ 
tures of their doctrine, it is proposed in future numbers, to follow 
up the yon ye design of the writer, by a more specified detal, illus- 
tration and defence. Presuming these articles will be read by rae 
tional, candid, and honest men, no labored argument is deemed ne- 
cessary to secure a careful perusal of what may be offered. Persua- 
sion with honest and ail en is useless; with the uncandid, d®& 
honest and bigotted it is worse. 

The first article relates to the {existence and attributes of God.— 
To prove the existence of a Supreme Being is not the object of the 
writer; volumes have been written upon this subject alone, by able 
and experienced pens. But to state the views of the Universalist of 
the nature of the attributessof God,j§comes within the design ayd 
promise of the subject. 


The wisdom of God is that property of his nature by which he 
**knows and orders all things for the promotion of his glory and the 

od of his creatures.” By this the worlds were planned, and all 
things they contain. This attribute directed the knowledge and 
power of God, and developed the exhaustless resources of his king- 
dom, and the grand and benevolent - of hiscreation. Aided 
by this glorious and essential property, he stamped all nature with 
evidences of his existence, and manifested every where his charac- 
ter. Whatever wisdom dictates will be aecomplished. As well 
could God be dethroned by impotent man, and hurled from his emi- 
nence by his dependents, as any thing be made to fail, which wis- 
dom has contrived. 

The next attribute to be noticed is the power of God. This prop- 
erty is as art as any other. Wisdom may devise the most 
glorious and useful subjects, and without the co-operation of power, 
cannot mature any thing. The power of God is contradistinguished 
from all other power by being omnipotent. When the power of God 
vai is exerted nothing can resist 1t. Combinations of intellect, physical 
force, and all human authorities, cannot oppose, for a moment, the 
frresistible energies of omnipotent power. 

God’s knowledge, or omniscience, is the attribute by which he 
comprehends the vast subjects of his creation, and infallibly knowa 
the results of his operations. By this property he is enabled to see 
all interposing barriers and know the extent of their influences. 


The love of God prompts him to make ample provision for the 
wants of his creatures) bestew every needed blessing, and promote 
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their temporal and eternal happiness. ‘The properties of love are 
these. 

1. Immutable. Nothing can destroy this love. It is the same to 
day it was millions of years ago. Its nature is not changed, It 
seeks the same objects, and is invariably exerted in promoting their 
felicity. 

2, itis free. The blood of bulls, goats, or heifers; the immola- 
tion of man upon the burning altar; the convulsions of nature and 
wreck of worlds; the endless extinction of all finite beings, cannot 
procure the blessings of love, render it more secure, or make it any 
more free. Neither can the wickedness of man; the grossest acts of 
tivlence destroy it, abate its desire, or lessen its quantity. 

3. Impartial. God does not love one any better than another.— 
And why should he? All were created by him. All were made for 
his glory and their good. The word of divine truth represents God 
as loving mankind universally. God so loved the world he sent his 
Son to save it. John iii. 16. He loves man when he does wrong, as 
much and as well, as when he does right. He commended his » ome 
to man in Christ’s dying for smners. ie v. 8 But does he love 
all sinners? He is good to all. Psalm cxly. 9. Can God be good to 
any he does not love? Can he manifest the tenderest mercy towards 
those, for whom he cherishes the most perfect hatred, and whom he 
has doomed to unceasing burnings? How much love has Ged for that 
part of his family, that he sede for endless perdition? Commou 
sense, and scripture teach us God cannot hate those on whom he 
daily bestows the choicest blessings. This God of impartial love 
sends rain on the just and unjust, and light on the evil and good.— 
Who shal! say then he is not impartial? If he do not love any but 
thase who have done righteously, all are objects of his hatred; for the 
scripture informs us, all have sinned; there is none liveth and sin- 
neth not; all like sheep have gone astray; and if any say he has not 
sin, he is a liar. Rom. iii, 22. Gen. vil. 20. Isaiah liit. 6. 1 John 
i. 8. : 

The justice of God. God is not only infinitely righteous in him- 
self, but also in all his dealings with his creatures. Justice incites 
him to an equal distribution of the blessings of his earthly and celes- 
tial kingdom, and to equally dispense rewards and punishments, ac- 
cording to the respective merits and demerits of his creatures; and 
all this with a strict regard to their prosperity and happiness. The 
demands of justice is perfect obedience to all the laws of God.— 
With nothing else will justice ever be satisfied. The supposition, 
therefore, that it requires the endless sacrifice of man, is not only 
false, but a phantom of a disordered brain. 


Uercy, as has been defined, excites pity and a disposition to re- 
lieve all that are in trouble. God’s mercy incites him to pity. Itis 
like his love, immutable, free, and universal. Wherever misfortune, 
affliction, want, or ignorance exist, there the mercy of God will be 
actively and constantly applied, until the ignorant receive knowl- 
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edge, the poor be made rich, the afflicted consoled, and the unforty- 
nate relieved. 

Truth is that principle which is opposed to falsehood, and is ap- 
lied to things real and not supposititious or fictious. The truth of 
od is as immutable as his perfection or existence. Every thing 

which he has promised or threatened must infallibly take place. No 
arm can prevent it, and no power can make the God of truth assert 
a falsehood. 

Such is the brief definition of the attributes of God that has been 
suggested, on reflecting and reading. A God possessed of these at- 
tributes, governs the universe. Who can suppose then that he will 
govern it in such a manner, as to cause the ceaseless wretchedness 
of all or a part of his creatures? Who can believe he is not safe in 
the hands of such a God? Who does not admire, love, and adore 
him? Cold must be the heart, insensible the feeling, and depraved 
the nature of that man, whose every faculty does not vibrate with 
gratitude and praise, to the God and Father of mankind. G. B. It 


—- 


TO THE CANDID. 


You have been addressed in a previous number of this paper, with 
a view to draw your attention to the consideration of the doctrine 
which we profess, and the systems which we oppose. 

You are now invited to a patient examination of the following ob- 
jections to one of the particulars, constituting the fundamental doc- 
trine of the sects predominating in this vicinity—the doctrine of the 
Trinity. 

To enter into a minute and detailed examination of this doctrine, 
at this late hour of its discussion, is unnecessary; and would be to- 
tally iscompatible with the design of the work in which it is insert- 
ed. The doctrine must stand or fall, according as a very few and 
simple particulars are true or false. 

If the doctrine of the Trinity be true, it must be so, in contradis- 
tinction to the following obvious objections, and plain and compre- 
hensible truths. 

Ist. It is an useless doctrine. —The systems of creation, provi- 
dence, and redemption, are as simple, uniform, and effectual with- 
out the supposition ‘of the Tri-personality of the Deity, as with it— 
This will appear from the following considerations. The Jews who 
certainly had no conception of a Triune God, found no difficulty in 
accounting for the creation of the universe by the efficacious exer- 
tion of divine power, the sole prerogative of the Father. And if it 
be admitted that the son of God was the agent by whom the universe 
was created; it will not hence follow that he is either co-eternal, or 
co-essential with the Father. The most that can be obviously con- 
tended for, is that he was a properly qualified instrument for the 
performance of duties enjoined by a superior. 
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In providence, the participation of a Trinity is expressly disclatm- 
ed by the Saviour hanelf he assures us that the Wasuee maketh 
**his sun to rise on the evil and on the good; and sendeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust.” 

In redemption, the Trinity is useless. For admitting the neces- 
sity of an infinite atonement, and a vicarious sacrifice; it can never 
be made to appear on either the Trinitarian or Sabellian hypothesis, 
that such atonement and sacrifice was made. For the divine nature 
is suppased by both these systems to have withdrawn from the man 
Jesus without suffering. 

2d. The doctrine of the Trinity is an inconsistent and absurd doc- 
trine. It involves a direct contradiction on its very front. The 
supposition, that three equal and entire persons constitute but one 
person, is as absurd and ridiculous as to suppose that three different 
men are butone man. Such a doctrine in arithmetic would confound 
all notation, and destroy every present conception of numeral re- 
sults. And such has been the fate of a system of doctrine, based on 
the notion of a triune God; it has involved its advocates in endless 
uncertainty and conjecture—reason has been necessarily abandoned, 
and they have roamed in a wilderness of barren theories—a chaos of 
contradictions, where words were used without ideas, and sentiments 
acknowledged and professed without understanding. 

Those who have attempted to explain this doctrine have only 
shown, that the subject was inexplicable; and that no definite ideas 
were attached to it has been manifest from the extremely different 
ways in which different persons have understood the same terms.— 
All the pretences to the mysteriousness of this doctrine, originate in 
its irreconciliable opposition to the dictates of sober reason—it is 
not merely mysterious, it is absurd. 

Sd. This doctrine derogates from the honor, dignity and perfec- 
tions of God. His paternal character is effectually destroyed; and 
instead of the mild, affectionate, and benignant parent of mankind, 
it represents him as embittered against his offspring, contemplating 
them with unforgiving indignation, and dooming them without rem- 
edy, and without remorse to interminable woe. And this is quaint- 
ly called his vindictive justice. As though the habiliments of jus- 
tice must be stained with blood, and its features clouded with unre- 
lenting frowns. Surely this is unworthy of Him who ‘‘is good unto 
all, and whose tender mercies are over all his works.” On the con- 
trary, all that is merciful, and gracious, and praise-worthy is ascri- 
bed to the Son. It is he who pities fallen and degraded man—his 
compassions are alive to our sufferings, and it is he who rescues us 
from the cevouring anger of his Father. This honor js abstracted 
from the character of the only “living and true God.” 


re 


The ductrine of the Trinity is not a scripture doctrine.— 
viv! is no where plainly expressed in the scriptures. No 
pe sage coo be consoned to mean this, without the possibility of 
meaning something else. If the strongest and most direct testimony 
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for it, may mean something different, what it may thus mean, is a 
probably the true construction as any other which it will admit. 

Lastly. The unity of God, and the dependence and inferiority of 
the Son. are positive declarations of scripture. ‘‘One God hath cre- 
ated us.” ‘I am God, and there is none like me.” ‘The Lord 
eur God is one Lord.” Jesus says, *‘l am the Sonof God.” ‘*The 
Father is greater than I.” And the Apostles taught ‘*There is one 
God and Father of all, who is above all.”” ‘“That God was Father 
ef our Lord Jesus Christ;” that Jesus was a ‘‘man approved of God.” 
‘*Mediator between God and man,” and ‘tempted in all points like 
as we are, yet without sin.” 

From these considerations, these plain and obvious reasons, the 
Universauistr disbelieves the doctrine of the Trinity. Because it is 
unnecessary and useless, contradictory and absurd, unworthy of 
God, and devaighery to his character, attributes and perfections, in- 
capable of positive proof from reason or revelation; and disproved b 
the general, unequivocal, 2nd undeniable testimony of God himself, 


his Son Jesus Christ, and the well-taught Apostlea of the Saviour of 
the world, S. R. S. 


Extract of a letter from Glasgow, Scotland, to Br. S. R. Smitlty. 
Dated, 30th, August, 1824, 

‘*We rejoice to hear the heart-cheering intelligence, of the exten- 
sive circulation, and increase of papers, and their patrons, in your 
country. How pleasing is the news to the Philanthropic mind! and 
we look forward with delight, to the dawn of a brighter day of in- 
tellectual knowledge and improvement, than has ever yet risen on 
the world.------We are embarked in one common cause—not the 
cause of a party, nor of one here and one there; but the cause of 
mankind universally, and it must certainly be a gratifying consid- 
reation to yon, to reflect, that by your timely interference, you have 


been instrumental in giving energy here, to the cause of God and 
man. 


We likewise rejoice to hear of the increase of preachers, and if. 
you could send over missionaries to convert the old world, instead 
of their sending to teach the new, it would be welcome news to us; 
and the scholars would then teach the masters. 

How do we rejoice to hear of the noble and disinterested conduct of 
those ministers, who when they find, that they hold an error, ac- 
knowledge the same, and forsake those connexions in which they 
have been nursed. We too had one of those worthy characters, 
who counted it ‘more honor to suffer reproach with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a nts aA =: third 
annual meeting of delegates from churches im the west of Scotland, 
was held in July last. The meeting was opened with praise and ap- 
propriate prayer: Br. Worrall then read the report, and concluded 
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with moving ten different resolutions, the second being, that a fund 
be raised for the purpose of circulating tracts. We have taken this 
resolution into consideration, and have established “The Glasgow 
Universalist Corresponding and Religious Tract society.’ 

We shall be happy to receive a communication from you in reply 
as soon as convenient. Inform us of your triumphs, acquaint us with 
your success, encourage us to persevere in a cause so noble as that 
we have espoused. And in the prospect of a glorious and delight- 
ful termination of your exertions, 

We remain yours &e. 
D. SuTHERLAND, JR. 
Joun Pornrer, 
Wa. Wornatz, Pastor: 


-——w 


ANSWER. 
Clinton, Oneida co. New-York, March 25, 1825. 
Drar Breruren, 

Your interesting letter of the SOth August, is received, and I am 
thereby permitted to address you again, it being the anniversary of 
my last. Though you have not permitted me te hope, that the doc- 
trine of imperishable truth, and universal grace, is prospering with 
great rapidity in your country ; still you fully authorise me to be- 
lieve, that no efforts are wanting on the part of those who have 
named themselves by the God of Abraham. Rest assured brethren, 
that the night is far spent, and the day is athand, ‘‘when your 
labors shall be crowned with success, and your numbers shall be 
increased from, ‘thirty to an hundred fold.” You are not to 
suppose this intended as a prediction, founded on any other princi- 
ples, than those of very common observation. 

In America, the doctrine of Universal Salvation, has been preach- 
eda little more than fifty years. During more than twenty-five 
years of that time, little, very little progress was made. A few well 
organized societies, principally in the cities, constituted the sum of 
Universalism; and itis a notorious fact, that more societies have 
organized the past year, than were formed the first twenty-five years 
alter the public preaching of the doctrine on the continent. Each 
ciety has now become a kind of centre, from whieh truth radiates 
in every direction; and from the past, we augur with full assurance 
of hope for the future. 

The means you have adopted for the diffusion of the truth, can- 
not fail of being efficacious, if the great mass of population are in 
the practice of reading. Much depends on this circumstance. If 
reading is ina good degree confined to the few—and that few op- 
pose you, more will depend on the public ministration of the word. 
in this case your advancement will be more slow, but is equall cer- 
tain; for there is a charm, an interest, an animation imparted in 4 
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ublic discourse, which can never be felt in reading the same truths 
in the unimpassioned quiet of ordinary life. 

We have much reason of gratitude that every avenue to public ine 
stitutions, is fully open to us in this country. ‘The press,the pulpit; 
together with the facilities of intercourse, and the unrestrained lib- 
erty of proving ‘‘all things,” aided by an universal diffusion of in- 
telligence; all tend to harmonize the passions, and amalgamate the 
different sects in one common faith—the most reasonable, the most 
charitable, the most scriptural, the most honorable to Ged, and pro- 
ductive of the most happiness to man, the faith of universal salva- 
tion. 

Yon would have us send missionaries of the faith, to your Breth- 
ren, we have none to send. Preachers we indeed have m consider- 
able numbers, but we have none to spare. In the State of New- 
York alone, we have more societies than preachers of the order in 
America. Yetif we could ascertain how one of our brethren would 
be received and provided for, some one might be disposed to go.— 
This inquiry is indispensably necessary, as we have no provisions for 
a missionary establishment. May the mantle of your departed Eli- 
jah, clothe with a ‘‘double portion of the spirit,’ some young Eli- 
shas, who shall become ‘‘laborers together with God” in your ripe- 
ning spiritual harvest. 

I very much regret, that nothing has been furnished relative to 
Mr. Winchester, I trust you will impute it to the true cause—want 
of opportunity to collect, and arrange the materjals. It is believed 
that the desirable object may in time be accomplished; and our own, 
as well as your wishes be gratified with the "grange of his entire 
memoires. ‘The seed long sown by him, took deep root in a congen- 
ial clime ; and though long germinating, is new yielding abundance 
of believers in the ‘‘grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men,” 
in that place where he triumphantly fell a victim to death, over 
which, he had obtained the victory by prelibation. He was the 
only preacher of the truth among us, who has been taken before a 

ved old age; but he had lived long for the number of his years. — 

is intellect was of the most vigorous kind, and his zeal and indus- 
try were almost without a parallel. His works are a monument of 
intellectual greatness, and evince the goodnese of his heart, and the 
piety and benevolence of his life. 

lam unable to state the precise number of preachers and societies, 
we have this year received into fellowship—probably five or six of 
the former, and fifteen or twenty of the latter. Several churches 
have also been erected, and the regular and permanent establish- 
ment of public worship, is now generally enjoyed in the societies. 


I have no very particular intelligence to communicate; the march 
of truth is steady and uniform, and must in a few more years, gain 
an effectual and lasting triumph, over every system founded in pas- 
sion, pride, or corruption, a yield to man -the incorruptible bless» 


tng of obedience, hope and joy. 
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Brethren, ‘‘stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made ud 
free,” and may the peace of God, and the spirit of his grace be wit 


you. lam yours most respectfully in the gospel, 
STEPHEN R. SMITH. 


_—— 


PHILOSOPHY AND CHRISTIANITY. 

Putcosorny confines its views to this world principally. It endeav~ 
ours to satisfy man with the grovelling joys Of earth till he returns te. 
that earth from which he was taken. er araggy a nobler flight. 
Her course is directed towards immortality. ither she conducts 
her votary, and never forsakes him, till, having introduced him into 
the society of angels, she fixed his eternal residence among the spirits 
of the just. Philosophy can only heave a sigh, a len ing sigh aftet 
immortality. Eternity is to her an unknown vast in which she soars 
on conjecture’s trembling wing. —Above—beneath— around—is an un- 
fathomable void ; and doubt, uncertainty, or despair, are the result 
all her inquiries, Christianity, on the other hand, having furnished 
all necessary information concerning life, with firm and undaunted 
step crosses death’s narrow isthmus, and boldly launches forth inte 
that dread futurity which borders on it. Her path is marked with 
glory. The once dark and dreary region lightens as she approaches it 
and benigoly smiles as she passes over it. Faith follows where she 
advances, till reaching the sumunit of the everlasting hills, and unknowa 
scene in endless varieties of loveliness and beauty presends itself, over 
which the ravished eye wanders witheut a cloud to dim, or a limit té 
obstruct its sight. In the midst of this scene, rendered luminous by 
the glory which covers it, the city,—the palace—the throne of God 
appears. Trees of life wave their ambrosial tops around it ; rivers of 
salvation issue from beneath it; before it angels touch their harps of 
living melody, and saints in sweét response breathe forth to the listen- 
ing heavens their grateful songs. e breezes of paradise waft the 
symphony, and the bending sky directs itto the earth. The redeem- 
ed of the Lord catch the distant sound, with a sudden rapture. “Tis 
the voice of departed friendship—friendship, the loss of which they 
mourned upon earth, but which they are now assured will be restored 
in the heavens, from whence a voice is heard to say, “ fear not; death 
cannot injure you ; the grave cannot confine you; through its chill man- 
sion, grace will conduct you up to glory. We wait your arrival ; 
haste therefore, come away.” —Dr. Nott. 

; | 


. NOTICE. 
The following Books may be had of Rev. S. R. Smith, Clinton, vizs 
Kneeland’s Testaments—English, and Greek and English, 
do. Lectures on Upiversal Benevolence, 
do- New Pronouncing Spelling Book, 
do. Philadelphia Universalist Magazine, 
Pickering’s Hymn Book. 
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UNTVERSALISM. 
A Sermon from Acts xxviii. 22, “We desire to hear of thee what thou 
thinkest,’? delivered in the Court House, Utica, April 24, 1825, 
by the Rev. John S. Thompson. 


From this simple syllogism, ‘*I think therefore T exist,” the preat 
Descartes originated his whole system. Human knowledge in al! its 
ramifications, and in all the Almightiness of its operations, displayed 
in the invention, improvement, and cultivation of the sciences, is 
but the offspring of thought. Intellect, like the God whose image it 
is, and from whom it proceeds, exhibits its inexhaustible energies to 
the astonishment even of itself, in creating, preserving, ruliug, and 
reforming the moral and political world; saying to the things that are 
not, bes to the chaos of jarring elements, let the discordance cease; 
let the light be separated from the darkness; let there be a wey in 
the wilderness; let it be free from obstruction, and so straight and 
plain that the wayfaring man may not err therein. Many are thy 
properties, numerous thine honors, and unbounded thy favors. O in- 
tellect, God’s first, best and most essential gift to man. Though I 
should eulogise thee throughout the whole of this discourse, every 
careful observer of the vast treasures of wisdom and knowledge ob- 
tained from thee, would adopt the words of the Queen of Sheba to 
Solomon, one Aalf has not been told me. Confusion and disorder 
mark thine absence. Error and vice stalk abroad whilst thou sleep- 
est. Slavery, impiety, anarchy, and all the train of human woes, 
are but the noxious weeds that pollute the soil, uncultivated by thine 
all renovatipg hand. Hence ignorance is but the negative of reflec- 
tion, and vice the never failing offspring of ignorance. 


When heaven would beatify man and ra‘se him:to the rank of the 
celestials, it poured out on him a flood of intellect, which enabled 
him, intuitively, to perceive his alliance with heavew and his claims 
to immortality. But alas, **gens humana ruit in vetitum nrefas,” the 
human race hastens into wickedness. Let then the offender hear re- 
proof, for Solomon says, he that hateth it is brutish. There is a 
generation of men, O how perverse, how ungrateful, who would per- 
suade us to rise and mutiny, not only against thought, but also 
against wisdom and knowledge, her legitimate offspring. Nay they 
would even solicit:our alliance in this unholy warfare! In order to 
effect this object, they declaim against the exercise of thought, and 
denounce reason as destructive to the soul; inimical to religion and 
opposed to the teachings of the word and spirit of God! Friends, we 
think we can decypher their meaning; we even flatter ourselves we 
have discovered the cause of their opposition to the exercise of rea- 
son, in matters of religion. ‘The irrational, mysterious, unintelligi- 
ble, and fraudulent dogmas, which through a serpeytine craftiness, 
they would impose on us, have led to these sprainings and cunning 
tricks by which they have long succeeded to hold the mind in vassal- 
age and the heart m trepidatim. Brethren, if all thought be not a 
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mere revery, if fhe world exist and men upon it, ff there be any 
thing true, wise and good, it is by understanding we discern it, an 
the mind is the medium, God has vouchsafed, for making the dis- 
tinction. Ifthen human happiness or misery can be augmented by 
ought we can say or do, it becomes us to rouse from the Lethal sleep 
into which we have fallen, by the implicit use of those deleterious 
nostrums, too long administered by unskilful pretenders to the ruin 
of the religious world. Let us assume our privileges as men and as 
citizens of this happy realm; and in the enjoyment and exercise of 
man’s inalienable right, and in obedience to heaven’s high behest, 
acquit ourselves as intelligible beings, in distinguishing good from 
evil, truth frem falsehood, virtue from vice; and still more especial- 
ly the privileges of men from the vassalage of a slave or the degrada- 
tion of the beasts or reptiles that grovel in the dust. 


The ancient sages adopted a maxim of which modern acamen has 
never been able to detect the fallacy. On the contrary, our ablest 
philosophers and poets, and even heaven itself, by divine revelation, 
have borne witness to its excellence and expediency. It is thus ex- 
pressed by Pope, 


‘**The proper study of mankind is man.” 


Notwithstanding, whenever we enter on this study, and begin to 
reflect on our origin, preservation, and final destiny, the notion of a 
first cause, a superintending providence, and a state of immortality, 
bear in upon us, and demand a share in our reflections, and effect a 
powerful influence over all the operations of our minds. In the pro- 
secution therefore of this discourse, regarding you, my audience, as 
honest inquirers, preferring the request of the text, 1 will candidly 
develope my views of the great Eterna! Cause of all worlds, his con- 
duct towards man his creature, and the condition of man in the pres- 
ent and future world. Hence our discourse will be guided by the 
following arrangement. 

1. God is one only being, possessed of all possible power, wisdom 
and goodness. ‘ 

2. In relation te,his intelligent offspring he acts in eternal harmo- 
ny with all these attributes; and the object of his government must 
be consistent with their spontaneous operation. 


S. Man ever was, is, and eternally must be, such as God would 
have him to be: and therefore every stage of his existence must tend 
to develope God’s unlimited power, wisdom, and goodness; and the 
result of all causes and effects in the moral world, must be produc- 
tive of the highest honor to God and the greatest happiness to man- 
kind, both collectively and individually. 

1. The divine unity is the result of the divine perfections. This 
proposition is so clear and incontrovertible, that no mathematical de- 
monstration can bring more certain and powerful conviction to the 
human mind. So sure as God exists, and man is @ reflecting being, 
so certain is the truth of the divine declaration, God is one: and just 

a. 
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as certain is the falsehood of the doctrine of the Trinity, or that God 
is more than one. If divine power be illimitable, there cannot be 
more than one Omnipotence. ‘The moment that we ascribe Omnipo- 
tence to a sEconp BEING we deny the infinite power of the rrrst.— 
The same may be said of all the other attributes of the Deity. The 
Trinitarian is therefore as certainly convicted of error or deception 
in his creed as he can be of his own existence. The pretence, that 
the three persons are not three Gods, but one, on account of posses- 
sing the same nature and attributes, is as silly and absurd as to af- 
fem, that there never was more than one man; ard that all the mil- 
lions of Adam’s posterity make only one, because of the unity of their 
nature. But the fallacy of the latter proposition is intuitively evi- 
dent, to the weakest capacity; and just as evidently false must the 
first appear to every mind not perverted by a viciated. education, or 
depraved by the influence of a blind superstitution. 

The doctrine of the divine Unity is so plain, so rational, so intel- 
ligible, so scriptural, that I think I combat a shadow, whilst I dis- 
course against Polytheism of any kind. All denominations of Chris- 
tians verbally admit the unity of God, however repugnant their the- 
eries or illegitimate their conclusions. God and human: intellect 
witness, reciprocally, this great foundation of the Jewish and Chris- 
tian systems. But how painful the thought, that men professing 
ebedience to God and the doctrine of Jesus, men who would arro- 
gate to themselves, the exclusive privilege of being orthodox defend- 
ers of the faith, should, in opposition to the testimony of God, na- 
ture, and intellect, still continue to outrage their own understand- 
ings, by _— for a plurality in unity. Councils a decree it, 
kings and princes may proclaim and defend it, and all the pains and 
penalties of this world and the next, may be denounced against them 
who disbelieve it; but the doctrine of the Trinity, that three are one, 
and one, three will be held in abhorrence by the reflecting mind, and 
every intellect God has made, if not debased by prejudice or su- 
perstition, must pronounce it a manifest imposition. O-rational mew 
despise it. You cannot believe it. God has made you incapable of 
such folly! His holy word abjures it, and warns you against every 
tendency to idolatry. O give to the Lord the glory. due to his name 
by acknowledging him the sele God and Parent of the universe, and 
ascribing to him the undivided praise of all his works. 


Often has it grieved me to hear men, who profess. to fear the Lord 
and obey his commandment, so far dishonor themselves as to ascribe 
to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, equal and 
undivided praise!! Does not the very mye 52 of the term, God, in 
the the above doxology, declare a belief in three Gods; and if the 
praise be equal, how can it be undivided!! O that men would cease 
to use such unmeaning, unholy language; or that all, who fear God, 
would forsake the assemblies where such expressions are wont to be 
ased! May God purify us from all idolatrous rites and ceremonies, 
and sanctify us to the worship of the Father in spirit and in truth! 
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The latter part of my first proposition, that God is possessed of 
all »» ssible power, wisdom, and iness, is as self-evident as the 
firs. : for none that admit the being of a God, can deny the infinity 
of nis perfections. He therefore must be as unbounded in wisdom 
aint goodness as in power. Some of the oppugnners of God’s good- 
ness, are making very daring efforts to circumscribe his wisdom.— 
‘They are not ashamed to assert that God has no fore knowledgé: and 
to vail this deception, they affirm that ail time with God is one 
ei-raatt row! In many cases, falsehood may be detected by the ex- 
tre) agant efforts made to conceal and dissemble; and if extravagan - 
c) aud craftiness, be evil omens, there is no want of either in 
the foregoing affirmation. If with God there be no distiction of 
tune ov seasons, he is more imperfect than his creatures, who daily 
perceive this distinction. Will any. say, that in God’s account: we 
are co-eval wath Adam, and he cotempory with the last of his off- 
spring. Surely not. The assumption that all time is an eternal 
now with God, is as false in his estimate as in ours. Moreover, if 
there be no fore-knowledge with God, all prophecy must be conjec- 
ture, and even existence itself, must be a dream. 


If we admit the fore knowledge of Deity, we will be led to adopt 
the language of the Scriptures and say, **nown unto God are ali kis 
ways frow the beginning of the world;’? And having adopted this no- 
tion of the Divine prescience, we will easily perceive, that God fore- 
saw what man would be, and what he would do, before that he ere- 
ated the earth or man upon it. If then God be guided by wisdom. 
and influenced by goodness, how could he exert his Almighty power 
for the distruction or disgrace of his other attributes, ‘n forming man- 
kind, if according to the common notion of his conduct, man should 
be an eternal loser by existence. Nay, sooner than God could have 
made man liable to eternal misery, all the attributes of his natare 
would have rose, in mutiny, against the execution of that almighty 
fiat, by which the world and all things began to exist. Rest assurd, 
brethren; that the existence of the material world and all its phenom- 
ina, are so many proofs that the doctrine of endless misery is a libel 
on the character of God, as the universal Parent of nature and all 
its opperations. 


2. We may, here appropriately inquire into the moving cause of 
man’s formation. In reply, Heaven, earth, and human yes ecm 


respond, benevolence was the only attribute, which could prompt 
omnipotence to ection. For the manifestation and honor of this at- 
tribute, man was made, and shall continue a standing monument of 
eternal and unbounded beneficence. An infinitely wise God could 
not make a being to become the object of his envy or dislike. The 
supposition, that man became what God did not intend in his crea- 
tion, amounts to a denial of his ommiseience and his capability to gov- 
ern the beings which he made. The Omnipotence of Deity never 
could be the cause of his performing any action; nor could his wis- 
rlom, for the first is only the meaos and the latter the modulator of 
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his operations. No other motive can intellect devise, for the forma- 
tion of man, than the eternal goodness of God, flowing in streams of 
of ceaseless beneficence to all his dependent offspring. To say that 
his purposes of grace shall be frustrated, or the store of his benevo- 
lence exhausted or perverted, is no less than to calumniate the wisdom 
apd power of the Deity. If the wisdom of God be eternal and un- 
bounded, he saw the end from the beginning, and the tendency and 
result of every operation, from the first cause to the last effect of all 
the movements of the interminable universe, both in time and eterni- 
ty. Almighty power could not act in opposition to infinite goodness, 
ie this would suppose that malevolence predominated, in the very 
seat of pure, eternal unchanging benevolence. 


All the attributes of God must therefore harmonize in man’s happi- 
ness, which is the only end the Divine benevolence could propose to 
itself, in becomming operative: and with its free and spontaneous ex- 
ercise, all the nee es ta of Deity symphonize, in the formation, 
preservation, and salvation of mankind, 


5. Man was, is, and must ever be, what God intended he should 
be; and his eternal destiny will only tend to develope the infathoma- 
bleness of that Ocean of goodness, which dwells in the Deity, and 
ceaselessly flows in copious streams for the beatification of his intel- 
ligent creatures. 


These propositions are so plain and intelligible as to require no 
demonstration; for it manifestly follows, that if God’s design, in re- 
lation to man, at any period of his existence be frustrated, it must be 
by a ~ greater than Omnipotence, which is absurd and inadmissi- 
ble. Hence it is intuitively evident, and follows by rational deduction, 
that man must be at all times, what God would have him to be, in the 
station and circumstances in which he is placed. How fanciful then 
the histories of a Paradisaical state, or Golden age, when God was so 
pleased with his creatures, and man so perfect and happy! Wher 
the earth produced spontaneously, and the horn of plenty poured 
J a flood of luxuries for the satiety of man’s appetites and 

esires. 

But itis asserted, the Scriptures teach these opinions,and we ought 
to receive them. I answer, the Scriptures, like every other faithful 
witness, must be so understood as not to allow contradiction, for 
then the evidence’ would be unavailing. These Scriptures however, 
affirm, that man was made subject to vanity, and had not, in his 
primeval state, the knowledge of good and evil; consequently, in 
this jnfantile state, he was ignorant till taught by experience; and 
hence it follows that the history of the whole intellectual world, is 
epitomised in the experience of each individual. 


Alike irrational and indefensible the doctrine, which supposes that 
God, on account of man’s rebellion, became dissatisfied with his 
creatures, and grieved by what he had done. How absurd the sup- 
position that God should be defeated by his creatures, and God 
and man equally subjected to penitence, on account of man’s mis- 
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conduct!! How long will it be, O ye sons of men, ere it sdflice you, 
to represent the Great Jehovah, a foolish,changeable, and irritable be- 
ing, altogether like yourselves. Cease, O cease the folly and impi- 
ety of degrading your maker. The doctrine of implacable wrath 
in God, and an infinite satisfaction made by Jesus, to placate the De- 
ity on behalf of man, exceeds all the vagaries of heathen traditions 
in extravagance and absurdity. What! could the Eternal change? 
{f ever angry, must he not have remained so eternally? All the fine 
spun theories abont God’s displeasure with his creatures, and Christ’s 
mission to save thera by expiatory sacrifices, are founded in the rude 
and savage conceptions ofa Pagan world, and amount to the most di- 
rect and imfamous slander of the divine character and government. 
Learn my auditors, that folly is bound up in the heart of the child, 
but the rod and reproof will put it far away. God by due discipline, 
will bring his sons and daughters to maturity, and when perfected,. 
they will show forth his praise. 


But some of my anditors may feel disposed to object to this dis-- 
course, because, in it, there is nothing about Man’s lect estate by na- 
‘wre—his recovery by the incarnation and bloody sacrifice of the se- 
cond person of the Trinitty—the present and eternal triumphs of a 
malignant Devil—an awfnl future judgment, and an eternal Hell for 
the wicked, I acknowledge the justice of the charge, for I have 
said nothing in = ef such opinions, and I trust you shall 


never hear such doctrines mentioned by the mouth of a Universal - 
ist ministry, except with a view to refute them or expose their folly 
and impiety. God cannot be so hard a task master as to require 
trom his creatures credence of an absurd and incomprehensible doc - 
trine: and the very admission of a doctrine being nrysterious, is a 
‘acit acknowledgement that it forms no part of revelation, but is an 
invention of designing men. The Universalist believes in one pla- 
cid, unchanging God, who never was angry with hie ereaturess but 
is now, and eternally will be, a God of love. That out of the plenti- 
tude of his goodness and mercy, he sent prophets and apostles to in- 
struct and teach markind the paths of truth, virtue, and happiness. 
‘That he has giver man a revelation of his sacred councils, in the 
Old and New Testaments, and sent his son Jesus, the Christ, to bless 
every one of us by turning us away from our iniquities; which glo- 
rious work he will perform, threugh the plentitude of Divine pow- 
er aud wisdom, which God has bestowed on him—not by becom- 
ing our substitute and suffering the punishment due to our crimes— 
not by producing any change in the mind of God towards us—but by 
teaching us the doctrine of his heavenly Father—setting us an ex- 
ample of moral rectitude, and finally changing ovr vile bodies in the 
resurrection, and making them like his ene body, immortal, in- 
corruptible, holy, and celestial. The Universalist can not believe 
that God would make, appoint, or permit a Devil to bafille his owr 
designs or mar his fair creation—Divine wisdom could not act thus. 
Could the Ged of consistency, of purity, of truth, of holinesg, form 
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a devil, or rest satisfied with an administration, directly oppdsed to 
that of his own devising. It is too absurd to be admitted. Judgment 
is executed in the earth, under the righteous administration of God, 
who always renders to every man according as his works may be— 
consequently hell or pain isin this world and not in amother, into 
which nothing terrene and imperfect shall ever enter. 

Know then that man never was, nor never can be lost in the proper 
sense of the term. Upheld by Almighty power, acknowledged the 
child of God and heir of heaven, the divine truth and fulness are pledg- 
ed for man’s support and maintenance ; and as soon shall the rivers of 
life fail, that flow from the throne of the Eternal, as man cease to ex- 
perience his relationship to his Maker, Away then with the pagan 
dbctrines of angry Gods, dying Gods, and bloody sacrifices as substi- 
tutes for virtue, God abhors vice,rewards the righteous and will not let 
the guilty pass unpunished. Yet safely shall Thou dwell, O men be- 
neath the shade of the Almighty, who is thy Maker and protector, and 
who will, in due time, introduce you, all pure, all holy, celestial, and 
incorruptible into his more immediate presence, where there shall be 
fulness of joy forever more. 

Such are the views of the Universalist, and such must become the 
religious sentiments of mankind generally, when knowlecge becomes 
universally diffused throughout society. These truths are so manifest- 
ly evident, 80 consistent, so simple, and harmonious, that their success 
will keep equal pace with the emancipation of the buman mind from 
the thraldom of superstition, and the prejudices of a corrupt education. 
All they require is a candid, honest investigation. ‘They fear not the 
most rigid scrutiny, but exult in the prospects of an impartial and ac- 
curate inquiry. Let them have a fair hearing; atd let them be ac- 
— or condemned at the bar of a righteous tribunal. All we ask 

r them is indemnity from subordination, and an honest heart, in which 
these seeds of life may be sown.  Henesty is one of the noblest prin- 
ciples in the civil and political werld, and constitutes the very foun- 
dation stone in the temple of virtue, and a chief pillar in the city of 
the living God. © then be honest to follow the sincere convictions of 
your own consciences and the testimony of Jesus. Nothiyg can be 
more insulting to all the attributes of the Eternal Jehovah, than dis- 
simulation in his service, or hypocrisy in religion. None, who are 
found guilty, can be esteemed by either God or man, till purged from 
the haven of their Pharasaical wickedness, or cleansed by the purify- 
Ing fire of the divine chastisements. 

Brethren, we are confident in these things, and this our coufidenae 
does not arise from our ignorance of the opposite opinions, as is gene- 
rally the case with our opponents ; but having received a commission 
from the Son of God to preach the gospel to every creature, we dare 
not limit the mercy of the Holy One of Israel, nor call that common 
which God has cleansed. Like Paul and Timotheus, the servants of 
Christ in the gospel, we call God to witness, that our preaching among 
yous is not yea, nay, but yea; for all the promises are yea and amen 

u Christ, to the glory of God by us, Whilst then the partialist would 
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arrogantly preteml to scan the secret councils of Jehovah, and feast 
his dreams of ae on the supposition that he has discevered his own 
name and those of a few others engraven on the palms of the Redeem- 
er’s hands, the Universalist puts full confidence in the testimony of 
Jesus, that hecame to seek and save that which was lost, as an eternal 
refutation of such ungodly partiality: Sueh a decree of selection 
would stand an eternal implication on the truth and divinity of Christ’s 
mission and doctrine ; for if according to the above opinion, a decree 
of preterition had passed on part of mankind, that very part must have 
constituted the lost, whom Jesus came to seek and save. 


But whilst we are thus fully pursuaded in our own minds, let us 
cultivate charity, which is the bond of perfectness. Let us remem- 
ber that love is the fulfilling of the law, and the essence of true reli- 
gion. ‘The more men are influenced by love, the more they resem- 
ble their maker; and the more they ,appreciate God, heaven, and 
salvation, as their exeeeding great reward, the more they will rise in- 
to the Divine likeness and be transformed by the renewing of their 
minds. Remember the saying of your blessed Master, dccording te 
thy faith be it unto thee. Let never the charge, the tgnorant, anti- 
scriptural charge of licentiousness, against doctrine of Universal faith, 
induce you for a moment, to relax your confidence in God or bis im- 
partial benevolence. It is faith, which purifies the heart, whilst blind 
unbelief, the cause and foundation of partialism, pollutes the soul, and 
makes the heart of man as a cage of unclean birds, and an everflow- 
ing fountain of perennial wickedness. But cultivating the crihstian 
virtues, let our hearts be cheered with the agreeable anticipations that 
Heaven will soon open a brighter era on the world; when the dark- 
ness shall be scattered, the reign of evil cease, and an everlasting righ- 
teousness be established amongst the children of men. This glorious 
age must come. The promise and oath of Jehovah are pledged for 
its accomplishment. Is. xlv. 23.24. Is. Iv. 10,11. Thisisthe cov- 
enant of God our Saviour, this the decree of the immutable Jehovah, 
who is of one mind and none can turn him ; for the fulfilment of.such a 
begevolent purpose, for the execution of such a glorious design, let al¥ 
the redeemed of the Lord, say Amen. Even so come Lord Jesus. 
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